ABOUT FLOWERS. 


On a visit to Cannes last February, we saw quantities 
of flowers being grown and packed, principally for the 
London and Paris markets. 


It was most interesting to observe this industry and see 
how it is carried on. All the surroundings of Cannes seem 
to be flower gardens terraced out on the hillside. There 
grew narcissi, carnations, roses, marguerites, anemonies, 
while the mimosa trees were dazzling, covered as they were 
with bright yellow feathery blossoms. In the “ boutiques ” 
up the narrow alleys of Cannes, packers are busy packing 
the fragrant harvests into the light wattle baskets so familiar 
to us here in the streets of London. 
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breaking off huge branches of mimosa and collecting all 
the blossoms. On asking the reason for this I was told it 
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e arum. The spotted leaves are said to be due to its 
being one of the planes which grew under the Cos" of 
Christ and were spotted with drops of blood. 

Another pretty legend is that of the Sain’foin, that 
beautiful leguminous flower with which the fields about here 
blush in June. It is said that the manger in Bethlehem 
was filled with the hay of this plant, and when the Holy 
Babe was laid therein it burst into blossom. Hence the 
name Saint Foin, or holy hay. 

To close with yet another flower legend, that of the 
Veronica. Once upon a time a wanderer, the son of Latin 
father and a Greek mother, looked down from the blue sky 
at which he had been gazing and saw at his feet what 
seemed to him a perfect representation of the cerulean hues 
above. For there was a bed of blue speedwell that had 
caught the blue of the summer skies. “ Vera Eikon ” he 
called the little flower — “ true picture ” — framed in the green 
earth, of the blue skies above. 
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